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Engagement on contentious topics 



Cow Views 

A safe place to discuss ‘hot’ 
topics related to dairy production 
State your views and vote of the 
views of other participants 

We build virtual town 
hall meetings and 
record the views you 
express 





Context 

Robbins et al., in review 



Done to reduce risk of 
injury to animals and 

people 

Context 

Robbins et al., in review 



Procedure causes pain; 
this pain can be treated 
using a local block, etc. 

Context 

Robbins et al., in review 
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Cohort 

“Should we provide pain control when 
disbudding and dehorning dairy calves?” 

Robbins et al., in review 



5% “No” 

90% “Yes” 

5% “Neutral” 

“Should we provide pain control when 
disbudding and dehorning dairy calves?” 

Robbins et al., in review 



Yes, 
because

… 

“there is pain involved and the means are 
readily available to address the pain…” 
 
“because we should try to alleviate pain 
in animals whenever possible” 
 
“dehorning is painful and anesthesia for 
young dairy calves is simple, 
inexpensive, and effective” 

“Should we provide pain control when 
disbudding and dehorning dairy calves?” 

Robbins et al., in review 



No, 
because

… 

“the pain is short term and we should 
be more concerned about long-term 
health issues, like lameness. Plus, the 
pain relief suggested is topical and has 
minimal impact on the calf” 
 
“the pain is temporary and 
administration of pain medications 
means more time the animal is 
restrained and under stress. It also 
represents a greater cost burden to the 
producer” 

“Should we provide pain control when 
disbudding and dehorning dairy calves?” 

Robbins et al., in review 



Does the pain matter to the 
calf? 



Does the pain matter to the 
calf? 

Positive 
 

ambiguous 
 

ambiguous ambiguous 

Do calves approach the ambiguous screens? 

Negative 
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Values: 

• Shared values regarding pain 
 
Perceived facts: 
• Pain is brief  
• Pain is of minimal consequence 
 
Perceived barriers: 
• Lack effective means to control pain 
• Pain control is expensive 
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“Should dairy calves be separated from the 
  cow within the first few hours after birth?” 

Ventura et al., 2013. J. Dairy Sci. 96: 6105 – 6116 
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“YES, 
because…separating 
calves from cows at 

birth provides a means 
to break disease 

transmission” 

Ventura et al., 2013. J. Dairy Sci. 96: 6105 – 6116 

“Should dairy calves be separated from the 
  cow within the first few hours after birth?” 



“YES, 
because…separating 
calves from cows at 

birth provides a means 
to break disease 

transmission” 

“NO, because…early 
separation does not work in 
preventing disease; current 
methods of management 
still result in high levels of 
disease in dairy calves” 

 Ventura et al. 2013. J. Dairy Sci 96: 6105 – 6116 
 

“Should dairy calves be separated from the 
  cow within the first few hours after birth?” 



“YES, because…it’s better 
for both the calf and the 
mom to separate sooner 

because otherwise there is 
too much attachment, and 

it’s very hard on the 
mother!” 

“Should dairy calves be separated from the 
  cow within the first few hours after birth?” 



“YES, because…it’s better 
for both the calf and the 
mom to separate sooner 

because otherwise there is 
too much attachment, and 

it’s very hard on the 
mother!” 

“NO, because…immediate 
separation causes 

trauma… especially for the 
mother” 

 Ventura et al. 2013. J. Dairy Sci 96: 6105 – 6116 
 

“Should dairy calves be separated from the 
  cow within the first few hours after birth?” 





Initial Discrimination 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Positive 
approach  

for 
milk reward 

Negative 
do not 

approach; time-
out punishment 

Positive 
approach  

for 
milk reward 

Negative 
do not 

approach; time-
out punishment 

Reversal  
 

Effects of social rearing on cognition 

Meagher et al., in preparation; Gaillard et al. 2014 PLoS ONE 9: e90205 
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Number of sessions 

Social Housing

Reversal learning 

Meagher et al., in preparation 
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Reversal learning 

Meagher et al., in preparation 



Values: 

• Share values (health and affect) but disagree 
on weighting 

 
Perceived facts: 
• Early separation = less disease 
• Early separation = less suffering 
 
Barriers: 
• Lack practical methods for social housing 
• Lack knowledge on positive effects of contact 



 



Engage 

Reflect 

Research 

Apply 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Does the pain matter to the calf?
	Does the pain matter to the calf?
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Effects of social rearing on cognition
	Reversal learning
	Reversal learning
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31

